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Introduction 


The last three years have seen the Peace Founda- 
tion making efforts to strive towards its goals in a quiet 
yet determined manner. 


The growing spectre of violence, set against the 
backdrop of the 125th birth anniversary of Mahatma 
Gandhi were the main focii of the work of the Eundation. 
Certain new efforts were made in the direction of pro- 
moting the ideals of peace and nonviolence, especially 
among the younger generation. 


The Youth Against Violence campaign taken up by 
most of the centres, as the main programme of the 
Gandhi Peace Foundation, to commemorate the 125th 
birth anniversary, made an attempt to instil in the youth 
the futility of violence. 


The Gandhi Smriti Yatra in north India and the 
Gandhi Sahithyotsav in Kerala were attempts to take the 
message of the Mahatma Gandhi to the common man. 


The Gandhi Column which we initiated, together 
with the Press Trust of India, made a considerable impact 
on those. who read it in the newspapers, since it was an 
attemipt to present the Mahatma in the fullness of his 
endearing personality—rather than someone to be merely 
deified. | 


A revival of Taking Gandhi to Schools in a more 
systematic manner, the staging of a ballet “Mohan se 
Mahatma" by a young artiste, were other highlights. 


Mention must also be made of our new publications, 
such as, "Gandhi's Campaign Against Untouchability", 
by Baren Ray, "Legacy and Future of Nonviolence," 


(i) 


edited by Peter Lowe and Mahendra Kumar, "Non- 
violence: contemporary issues and challenges", edited by 
Mahendra Kumar, and a new edition of "Mahatma Gandhi 
: 100.Years". The International Peace Research Associa- 
tion entrusted the GPF with the task of publishing its 
Newsletter. 


The books in Hindi, ‘‘Aaj bhi Khare hain Talab" and 
"Rajasthan ki Rajat Bunden", brought out by the Environ- 
ment Cell, presented to the public, in an emphatic 
manner, the need to take a fresh look at the traditional 
methods of water conservation, and water harvesting, 
especially in these days of water scarcity. 


All in all—quiet efforts—but which will, hopefully, 
be a small step in the direction of building a more 
peaceful world. 


(ii) 


i 
Work Among Students and Youth 


Our Dharwad Centre organised a series of Summer 
Sanskar Shivirs for Children. The Centre’s Jayaprabha 
Children’s Wing activities, were also conducted regu- 
larly. Members of the Mahila Mandals also run the Bal 
Jevan Vikas programmes in five schools. Earlier, Gandhi 
Adhyayan classes were organised by the centre. 


A character building camp for middle school stu- 
dents was conducted by the Bangalore Centre trom 14- 
23 April 94. Smt. Umadevi Chandrasekhar inaugurated 
the camp. 


The Madras Centre organised a series of camps for 
students, notable among which was a training camp in 
drama and skits for demonstration of non-violent lifestyles 
to young people, organised on 18, 19, 20 June. Nine 
young friends of Gandhi Peace Foundation enacted 
dramas depicting dimensions of violence, pollution, power 
and showed the effectiveness of nonviolent lifestyles. 
About 1500 people witnessed the programme. The 
centre devised a course on Shanti Sena for students 
which was conducted in eight educational institutions. 
Nine students of Holy Angels Convent. T. Nagar pre- 
pared a radio drama on the concept of Shanti Sena 
- which was broadcast in November. 


Shri Narayan Das has organised a youth training 
camp on Gandhian values. About forty children partici- 
pated regularly. A five day camp on ‘Gandhian Thought’ 
was also organised by the centre. 


A camp directed by Shri S.N. Subba Rao for young 
girls was organised from 5 to 12 October, ‘95 at 
Kasturbagram, Indore on the occasion of its Golden 
Jubilee. A rally was taken out on the outskirts of Indore 
and a public meeting was held at the end. 


Shri Ramesh Sharma convened a meeting of young 
Gandhian workers at Shanti Ashram, Shantivan, Vashisht, 
Bellota, Guwahati. The meeting was jointly organised by 
the Gandhi Peace Foundation and the Shanti Sadbhavana 
Ashram, Guwahati. The Guwahati Sammelan appealed 
to the young of the country to transcend barriers of 
caste, language and religion and work for the India of 
Gandhiji’s dreams and exhorted them to wage a relent- 
less struggle to obtain justice for the last man. 


Shri Ramesh Sharma was invited to speak on ‘‘The 
Role of Youth in Reconstruction”’ at a meeting organised 
by the N.S.S. at the I.I.T Delhi. 


The Madurai centre organised.a leadership training 
programme for rural youth in which thirty youths partici- 
pated. The students of Gandhian Thought and Peace 
Science of Madurai staged a social drama on evils of drug 
addiction for college students at the Govt. B.C. Students 
Hostel. A quiz and discussion on Nonviolence was held. 
With the help of ASSEFA, a youth camp was held at 
Kattakollai village at Chengai - MGR Dist. 


The Thiruvarur Centre too, conducted its College of 
Gandhian Thought and School of Gandhian Philosophy. 
A five day camp was organised. Essay Competitions and 
oratory contests were held. 


The Calcutta Centre focussed on youths, organising 
a 4-day camp entitled “‘Kishore Bikas Shivir’’, a 5-day 
Gandhi Vichar Shivir for youth and a Shanti Sadbhavana 
Shivir in recent months. 


Mr. Radhakrishna Menon, our life worker, directed 
a youth camp under the auspices of the Kerala Gram 
Nirman Samithi in November ’93 at the Gandhi Smarak 
Gram Seva Kendram, Nirmallur, Kozhikode Dist. 


The Ahmedabad centre had organised a state level 
essay competition for colleges on ‘“‘Challenges before 
the Indian Youth’’ (for undergraduate students) and 
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another on the theme of ‘“‘Social Reform Movement in 
India and the Secular Tradition in the Freedom Struggle 
(for post graduate students) : 


II 
‘“Youth Against Violence’’ 


The Gandhi Peace Foundation commemorated the 
125th Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi by launching an 
ambitious campaign ‘‘Youth Against Violence’’ in an 
attempt to break the continued cycle of violence - 
counter violence that has pervaded our social fabric. The 
year long campaign also attempted to raise public aware- 
ness against the militant, anti-Gandhi sentiments that 
were being aired bya section of politicians and the threat 
posed by entry of multinationals and acceptance of the 
Dunkel proposals by the Government. 


The Calcutta centre planned out a two fold 
programme: A) Selecting 125 villages to implement a 5- 
point programme of (i) Spreading Gandhian Literature 
(ii) Khadi, (iii) Campaign against Liquor, (iv) Raising 
awareness of ecology and environment, (v) Formation of 
youth groups. B) To start a Gandhi Memorial lecture. 


The Jodhpur centre was responsible for over 5000 
“Youth Against Violence’’ pledges being signed during 
the campaign. Many seminars and meetings were 
organised. The press and electronic media both were 
cooperative in spreading the messge and information 
about the campaign. Rallies were taken out in various 
places. 


The Sucheta Kripalani Shiksha Niketan, Manaklav 
closely associated with the Jodhpur Centre also started 
a campaign on “‘Youth Against Violence’. A peace 
march was led by the Director of the institution. 


The Muzzaffarnagar centre organised seminars on 
‘‘Unemployment and Violence.”’ 


A five day training camp on ‘‘Ahimsa and Values’’ 
was organised by the Ambala Centre on 4 September to 
inculcate ideals of non-violence among the students. An 
oath to eschew violence was administered and a padyatra 
was also organised. 


The Agra Centre launched its campaign with a 
seminar on the theme of “Youth Against Violence”. 


The Peace Research Centre of the Gujarat Vidyapith 
organised a debate on the theme of ‘‘Youth Against 
Violence.”’ 


The Grameen Samagra Seva Sansthan, Madhubani, 
Bihar, administered the oath against violence to over 
300 young people and also organised a seminar on the 
‘‘Role of Youth in stopping Violence.”’ 


The Madurai Centre organised a state level Essay 
Competition for school students on the theme of “‘Youth 
Against Violence.’’ Forty two student winners from 
twenty one districts of Tamilnadu along with their teach- 
ers and parents received prizes. 


The Dharwad centre organised a meeting at the 
Karnataka Science College, near Gandhi's statue. Prof. 
C.B. Tigadi was the chief guest. Prof. N.S. Bagadi, NSS 
Officer, conducted the programme. Fifty students at- 
tended and took the oath against violence. 


The Madras centre organised a series of interesting 
programmes which have been highlighted in the previ- 
ous section. A colourful souvenir entitled ‘“Youth Against 
Violence : A Nonviolent World-vision of Youth - 2000 
A.D.’’ was released by Shri R. Venkataraman, Former 
President of India at Madras as a fitting finale to the 
celebrations. . 7 


Il 
National Gandhi Smriti Yatra 


The National Gandhi Smriti (Vehicle) Yatra was 
formally flagged off with the objective of spreading the 
message of Gandhi, through Gandhian literature to 
every individual. A door-to-door campaign was carried 
out to achieve this aim. The Gandhi Smriti Yatra trav- 
elled to destinations in Rajasthan, Punjab, Himachal 
Pradesh, M.P., Haryana and Uttar Pradesh. On 1 Octo- 
ber, ‘95, the Yatra entered Delhi through the Sindhu 
Border. 


During this Yatra several programmes such as meet- 
ings, seminars, rallies, padayatras, ‘nukkad nataks’, 
bhajan sessions, prabhat pheris etc. were organised. The 
yatra has evoked good response. It was a unique experi- 
ence ‘for all participants and provided a medium for 
spreading the message of Gandhi to the people. 


| IV 
The 125th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma 
Gandhi 


The Madras centre formed a Steering Committee of 
12 eminent people to observe the Jayanti. An ASSEFA 
exhibition at Madurai provided an ideal opportunity to 
launch some of these ; Gandhian literature worth Rs. 
12,000 was sold here. 


The centre is conducting a series of programmes on 
Peace Educaton, this being a part of World Peace 
celebrations culminating in the observation of the 50th 
Anniversary of the Hiroshma and Nagasaki tragedy. 


A novel feature of the programme was the ‘‘Fashion 
Show’’ for khadi, held on 29 and 30 October '94. The 
show was intermixed with the Rustic Theatre Arts Per- 
formances. Some other programmes included shramdan, 
Run for Peace, Exhbibition of posters, charts, sketches, 


drawings and paintings by the student community on the 
terrible destruction caused by world wars and on Peace 
Movements all over the world. 


The Gandhi Peace Foundation Centre, Quilon, 
organised a seminar for school teachers on 9 September 
to discuss their role in the Vinoba Centenary and Ma- 
hatma Gandhi's 125th Birth Anniversary. 


The Thiruvarur centre contacted 2400 high schools 
and 200 colleges in Tamilnadu for the programme. 
School and college students participated in an Essay 
Competition on ‘“‘Relevance of Gandhi’’ and the Autobi- 
ography examination in large numbers. 


The Bangalore centre released the Kannada trans- 
lation of the Book ‘“‘Mahatma Gandhi and Samaj 
Parivartan’ written by Shri Jagjivan Ram. 


Trinidad remembers the Mahatma 


Expatriate Indians in Trinidad and Tobago remem- 
bered the Father of the Nation of their origin on his 
125th Birth Anniversary according to reports received 
from the Second Sectretary of the Indian High Commis- 
sion in Port of Spain, Trinidad. Two main functions were 
organsed by the Mahatma Gandhi Peace Foundation of 
Trinidad and Tobago and the Gandhi Seva Sangh at San 
. Fernando. Exhibitions depicting scenes from Gandhi's 
life and work organised by the High Commission had 
been supplied by the GPF, New Delhi to the External 
Affairs Ministry for display in Indian High Commissions 
all over the world. The campaign ‘‘Say No to Violence’ 
was launched on India’s Republic Day. 


V 
Gandhi Sahithyotsav 


Some facts and figures : 


In Kerala, the Gandhi Sahithyotav programme was 
designed as an ambitious mass awareness campaign to 


spread the message of Gandhi during the 125th Birth 
Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. It was an eight month 
long programme. 


The basic intention of the Gandhi Sahithyostav 
programme was to arrange a common platform of 
bringing together the Gandhians, the Social Workers, 
the activists, the politicians, the religious leaders, the 
academicians, the intellectuals, writers, poets, youths 
and students to analyse and discuss Gandhian concepts 
in depth.. 


The project had five major components: 
(i) Exhibitions - books and pictorial exhibitions 
(ii) Gandhi film shows 


(iii) Poets’ meet, Youth meet and Freedom fighters’ 
meet. | | 


(iv) Students’, creative talent competitions on 
Gandhian themes and | 


(v)Seminars, symposia and discussions on Gandhian 
philosophy, contemporary problems and the Gandhian 
approach and relevance of Gandhian philosophy in the 
contemporary society. 


VI 
Taking Gandhi to Schools and Gandhi Darshan 
. Programmes 


The Jodhpur Centre undertook the task of Taking 
Gandhi to 32 schools in the city. A number of essay and 
painting competitions were carried out successfully. A 
Holi-Id-Milan was organised by the centre in which the 
National Secretary of the Jamait Islami Hind, Maulana 
Abdul Rashid participated. The centre was able to under- 
take this task despite the fact that they were busy with 
examinations, and later, as polling centres during elec- 
tions. 


The Ahmedabad centre organised an essay compe- 
tition on the theme “‘My village - the reality and Gandhiji’s 
dream’’ in order to start a project, ‘‘Gandhi to Schools.”’ 


All the workers of the Bhagalpur centre are involved 
in different action programmes in Bihar, under the 
leadership of Dr. Manoj. 


The Madras Centre undertook special programmes 
and competitions for school students. 


The Dhawad Centre too, undertook the programme 
of Taking Gandhi to Schools in a big way. The programme 
was inaugurated by an exhibition of Gandhi’s photos and 
pictures drawn by students of Basel Mission High School 
and Basel Mission English Medium School. A special 
committee has been formed for this project. 


The Bangalore centre made a concerted effort to 
carry the message of Gandhi to the youth by organising 
workshops for teachers of high schools. 


Gandhi Darshan 


The Cochin centre was busy with its programme of 
Gandhi Darshan in schools and colleges. The centre also 
prepared text books for each class, conducting classes in 
schodls. 


Gandhi Darshan Day, convened by the Cochin 
centre at the St. Antony's High School was noteworthy. 
The main items of attraction were various competitions, 
exhibitions and sale of books, prayers, songs of different 
major religions and the publc meetings. 


The Gandhi Darshan programme of the Trivandrum 
Centre suffered a setback, when the full-time worker of 
Gandhi Peace Foundation retired. However, the work 
was continued with the help of Gandhi Nidhi staff and 
some volunteers. A committee was set up and by raising 
funds, the work was expanded to cover three educational 
districts -. Neyyatinkara, Trivandrum and Attingal. 


VII 
Gandhi Column for Children 


Since January '95 the G.P.F. and Press Trust of 
India have launched a Gandhi Column for Children, to be 
published weekly in newspapers throughout the country. 
The idea was to introduce the Father of the Nation to the 
younger generation not asa mere historical figure but in 
the fullness of his personality. We requested eminent 
Gandhians and others to contribute small articles, stories 
and reminiscences of Gandhiji for the column, some of 
whom complied readily. For the rest, we depended on 
material researched and culled out from books, journals, 
archives etc., by Ms. Vasudha Pande (a lecturer in history 
in Delhi University) and Ms. Rita Roy. In the initial 
stages, we were fortunate enough to have the editorial 
services of Shri Subir Shukla who was then in the 
National Centre for Childen’s Literature of the National 
Book Trust. Later, the editing and coordination was 
managed by Rita Roy and Babu Lal Sharma. Although it 
was initially started for one year, the P.T.I. requested us 
to continue the column for another year, this time for a 
more general readership, and focussing more on con- 
temporary issues. 


Several newspapers have been picking up the col- 
umn from time to time, notably the Hindu, the Hindustan 
Times, Pionner, Rashtriya Sahara, Hindustan (Hindi), 
Hitwada, the Samyukta Karnataka group, the Canara 
Times and others. 


Vill 
Working for Peace and Communal Harmony 


Many of our centres focussed on peace and commu- 
‘nal harmony. The Ahmedabad centre organised a semi- 
nar on national harmony, as did the Bhagalpur centre, 
which helped people in sensitive areas to organise 
voluntary vigilance corps. The Jodhpur céntre, too em- 
phasized this. 


The Gandhi Study Centre, Madras, was involved in 
the organisation of the valedictory function of the Inter- 
national Interfaith Padayatra which started in Sri Lanka 
and ended in Madras on 28 March, 1993. 


Our Life Worker, Shri S.N. Subba Rao led the 
Sadbhavana Rail Yatra to spread the message of har- 
mony and goodwill. The Yatra was in two phases. The 
workers of the Gandhi Peace Foundation joined the 
Yatra wherever they could. 


IX 
Environment-related activities 


One of the major activities of the Cell was the 
publication of a book documenting the immense wealth 
of material it has collected, on the traditional water 
resources of Rajasthan. This book, in colour, is entitled 
‘Rajasthan Ki Rajat Bunde,’’ and like its predecessor, 
‘‘Aaj bhi Khare hain Talab’’ it has received tremendous 
response. Many leading newspapers have reviewed it, 
and fnany organisations and groups have convened 
meetings and workshops based on the book. A second 
edition of the book on Talab had to be brought out, and 
the publication on Rajasthan seems to be heading in the 
same direction. The earlier book received the FAO 
Award while both the books were featured in the FAO’s 
journal CERES. The cell also helped the Gandhi Peace 
Centre to bring out a set of attractive posters on water 
harvesting in Rajasthan. - 


Since last two years G.P.F. has been involved in the 
Eco Volunteer programme, sponsored by United Na- 
tions Volunteers Scheme, United Nations Development 
Programme and the Environment Liason Center Inter- 
national. Most of these volunteers have been recruited 
from Bihar, Rajasthan, Maharashtra. The Gandhi Peace 
Foundation and Social Work and Research Centre, 
Tilonia, have been entrusted with the project. 
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Shri Anupam Mishra was invited to a meeting in 
Lucknow, organised by OXFAM (U.P.) to discuss the 
problem of water and water harvesting in the Bundelkhand 
region. 


Shri Anupam Mishra was invited by the Centre for 
Environment and Education, Ahmedabad to address the 
partcipants of its long term training programme for 
South Asian and African NGO’s. 


Over the last few years, the Tarun Bharat Sangh in 
Alwar District of Rajasthan has been initiating the con- 
struction of small tanks for water harvesting in the area, 
by the local people. As a token of appreciation for this 
magnificent effort, the representatives of these villages 
were called for a get together on 2 October '95 at the 
Sangh premises. Each village represented at the meeting 
was presented with a copy of the book ‘‘Talab’’. 


As part of its Silver Jubilee Celebrations, the Centre 
for Study of Social Sciences in Pune invited Anupam to 
speak on the problem of water. 


Anupam attended another meeting in Pune, 
organised by Jeevan an institution working among those 
displaced and rehabilitated from the Pabna Dam. 


In March '96 the Environment and Energy Group 
Delhi, convened a Round Table Conference on the 
theme of Appropriate Technology and Environment at 
which Anupam was invited to present slides on ‘‘Tradi- 
tional Practices of making Bullock Carts.”’ 


PANOS, a UK based organisation, working on 
Media and Environment, convened a meeting of its 
partners in Dacca in the first week of February. 


Gandhi Peace Foundation was represented by Shri 
Mahendra Kumar of Indore and the meeting was at- 
tended by members of SAARC countries and Indonesia 
along with some NGO’s. 


Bharat Chudasama visited the ‘Bhal’ area of 
Ahmedabad, where the problem of acute water shortage 
was faced by the villagers. He thought of the traditional 
method of water harvesting i.e., collecting the rain water 
on the roof and draining it out in a tank placed below. 


xX 
Research Activities 


In November 1993, Mr Rajiv Vora gave a radio talk 
on “Environment: An Indian Perspective’. The Delhi 
Station of All India Radio broadcast two interviews with 
him in October and November 1993. 


Earlier in October 1993, Mr Vora participated in a 
three day workshop on ‘‘Swadeshi’’, organised jointly by 
the Patriotic and People Oriented Science and Technol- 
ogy (PPST) Foundation and the Gandhian Institute of 
Studies of Varanasi. 


In December, Mr Rajiv Vora went to Gujarat where 
he conducted a workshop for the teachers of 
Ashramshalas in Saurashtra. 


XI 
Other Programmes 


Uttarakhand Study Team 


A team from G.P.F., consisting of Shri Rajiv Vora, 
Prof. K.D. Gangrade (of Delhi University) and Smt. 
Quamrunissa (SEWA Delhi) toured several areas of 
Uttarakhand - Gopeshwar, Pokhri, Rudra Prayag, 
Shrinagar, Agastyamuni, Gairsain, Almora, Nainital etc.., 
to take stock of the situaton arising from the reign of 
terror unleashed by the police administration there and 
also to express their solidarity with the peaceful and just 
struggle of the people for protection of their democratic 
rights. The team met members of the Press, media and 
intelligentsia as well as the activists and leaders of the 
movements. The team members addressed public meet- 
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ings and seminars, exhorted the people to carry on 
movement non-violently. 


The Jammu and Kashmir: A Way Out 


A G.P.F. team comprising of Shri Sadiq Ali, Shri N. 
Krishnaswamy, Dr. Y.P. Anand, Ms. Radha Bhatt and 
Shri P.V. Rajagopal visited Jammu and Kashmir to 
obtain, on an entirely non-governmental and non-party 
basis, a first hand understanding of the unfortunate 
situation in Kashmir and to explore the possibility of a 
Gandhian initiative to minimise the environment of 
violence in the valley. The G.P.F. issued a report based 
on the two visits and the observation of the group 
members. 


Whither Development: Lessons from the Narmada 
Experience 


The Narmada experience has highlighted issues 
which go beyond the command area of the river. To 
reflect on these issues and their political, social and 
economic implications a group of concerned citizens - 
Shri ‘Rajagopal, Shri Prabhash Joshi, Shri Nikhil 
Chakravarty, Justice Dharmadhikari, Shri L.C. Jain and 
Shri Siddharaj Dhadda convened a meeting at Gandhi 
Peace Foundaton on 12 February 1995. 


To create a strong public opinion in favour of issue 
of the Tehri Dam, The Tehri Action group was consti- 
tuted in Delhi. The Central Office of the G.P.F. extended 
all possible support and cooperation to this group. 


World Food Day 


To commemorate World Food Day, 1995 G.P.F. 
and Association of Voluntary Agencies for Rural Devel- 
opment organised a seminar-cum-symposium in New 
Delhi on 16-17 October 1995 on the theme ‘‘Food for , 
All’’. The discussion of the 50th Anniversay of FAO in 
1995 and the coming World Food Summit in 1996, have 


made it imperative that voluntary organisations plan and 
act effectively on the critical issue of food security for all. 


For Panchayati Raj 


In 1993-94, in the context of the decision of the 
government to give new life to the Panchayats, Mr 
Janardhanan Pillai and others at the Trivandrum GPF 
centre and the Kerala Gandhi Smarak Nidhi thought that 
the Gandhian concept of Panchayati Raj should be 
projected and necessary legislation for it should be 
brought about in Kerala. Two group meetings of key 
persons were held and a seminar was organised. 


Support for Rehabilitation of the Earthquake 
Victims 


When the earthquake in Marathwada caused untold 
misery and suffering to the people of the region, the 
Gandhi Peace Foundation and other voluntary 
organisations got together and made a joint effort to 
alleviate the sufferings of the victims of this natural 
disaster. At a meeting held at Gandhi Peace Foundation, 
New Delhi, on 8 October, 1993, the Marathwada 
Bhukamp Pidit Jana Sahayog Samiti was formed to 
- function as a forum to mobilise generous voluntary 
contributions in cash and kind and ensure that the 
resources raised were utilised in the most effective way. 
The Samiti launched a fund collection drive and issued an 
appeal for contribution for this cause. 


Aravali Conservation. Working Group and the 
Aravali Chetna Yatra 


Concerned by rapid environmental degradation of 
the Aravalis, caused by deforestation, mining and other 
hazards. Over the past few years, several interested 
persons and groups joined together to form an Aravali 
Conservation Working Group at a meeting held at the 
Gandhi Peace Foundation on 25 July 1993. 
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To draw attention to the despoilation of the Aravalis 
an Aravali Chetna Yatra was launched on 2 Ocober 
1993, beginning at Himmat Nagar in Gujarat. 


The Yatra ended at Delhi where about 350 padyatris, 
including one hundred women, gathered for the final leg 
of the journey. 


XII 
Gandhi Peace Foundation Lectures 


Shri Nikhil Chakravarty, eminent journalist, deli- 
vered the 21st Gandhi Peace Foundation Lecture on the 
theme ‘‘Mahatma Gandhi ; the Great Communicator’’. 


The 22nd Gandhi Memorial Lecture was delivered 
_ by Justice D.A. Desai on “Mahatma Gandhi's Impact on 
Socio-Economic Revolution in India.”’ 


XIII 
International Contacts 
Non-Violent Alternatives Group 


Groups from Non-Violence Alternatives, South Da- 
kota, USA have visited the G.P.F. as part of their three 
week. programme in India. Their stay in New Delhi has 
been alternatively in the nature of an orientation to 
India, Gandhi and the Gandhi Peace Foundation or asa 
conclusion. The groups have been led by old friends 
Chris Klug and Carl Kline. 


B.C.A. Seminar 


A group of eleven Americans from Brethren Col- 
leges Abroad, Manchester College visited the Gandhi 
Peace Foundation with Dr Allen C. Deeter as its leader. 
Shri Ravindra Varma, Maulana Wahiduddin, Father T.K. 
John, Shri S.K. De and Dr K.K. Mukherje were among 
those who addrssed the students. , 


The group later visited the Swadhyaya Ashram, 
Pattikalyana and got acquainted with various activities of 
the Ashram. Shri Babulal Sharma coordinated the. 
programme. 
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Via e.V. Group 


Four groups of German students, under the aus- 
pices of the Via e.V. Austach (Via e.V.) have visited India 
to learn more about Indian society and culture, about 
Mahatma Gandhi and his role in shaping in India, about 
Gandhian centres of constructive work. The Gandhi 
Peacé Foundation has been organising and co-ordinating 
their programmes. | 


Their programme consists of a week’s orientation in 
Delhi, 2'/weeks (in smaller groups) in different Gandhian 
constructive work centres and the last two days in Delhi 
for evaluation and conclusion. 


The Gandhian constructive work institutions which 
have been regularly co-operating with us in this are 
Laxmi Ashram. Kausani; Sarvodaya Kendra, Amirgarh; 
Anand Niketan Ashram, Rangpur, Baroda; Gandhi 
Niketan Ashram, Kallupatti; Navodaya Danagram, 
Calicut; Mahatma Gandhi Seva Ashram, Joura, and 
Tarun Bharat Sangh, Alwar. 


Journalist from South Africa 


Mr Subramanian - South Africa Journalist and a 
correspondent of South African Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion who was in Delhi as part of the entourage of Dr 
Nelson Mandela visited the Gandhi Peace Foundation to 
learn more about the work of Gandhian organisations in 
today’s India and the relevance of Gandhian ideas. 


Ambassador of Poland to India 


Prof. Byrsky, Indologist and scholar of Hindi visited 
the Gandhi Peace Foundaton for an informal meeting 
and discussion with the Chairman, Secretary and other 
staff members. - 


German Visitors 


A group of three students of Social Work of the 
University of Cologne, Germany, Jeus Klapodt, Chris 
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~~, 


Buerz and Carolin Reissland were here as part of their 
practical placement programme for fulfilment of their 
course requirement. They also visited Gram Niyojan 
Kendra, Ghaziabad. 


Asian Development Forum Bangkok 


Former Secretary of G.P.F., Shri N. Krishnaswamy 
participated in the Asian Development Forum V. 
organised by the ANGOC in Bangkok, Thailand from 27 
February to 2 March 1996. 


The theme this year was ‘Food and Freedom’, Jobs 
and Justice, Land and Labour, Peace and Prosperity’’. 


At the meeting Shri Krishnaswamy drew the atten- 
tion of the participants to the variety of programmes 
carried out by Gandhi Peace Foundation. 


In Quest of Peace: Report of a trip to Sri Lanka 


Shri Kulandaiswamy of the Madras centre and Ms. 
Jill Carr Harris, Director, South-South Solidarity visited 
Sri Lanka from 2-12 May to explore possibilities for 
peace initiatives and also to meet grass-root level devel- 
opment workers and learn of their strategies for the life 
of the people initiatives for development, education and 
health. 


Vietnam 


Shri’ Rajagopal joined a five member team from 
South-South Solidarity which visited Vietnam in March 
1995 to study different aspects of life and socieity in that 
country. He was assigned the responsibility of studying 
the tribals and the government programmes for their 
rehabilitation. 


XIV 
Gandhi Book House 


The sale of Gandhian literature by the Gandhi Book 
House continued. The sale consisted mostly of books 
published by Navajivan Trust, Gandhi Peace Foundation, 
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Sarva Seva Sangh Prakashan, Publications Division, 
Sasta Sahitya Mandal and other Gandhi related titles 
brought out by commercial publishers, chldren’s books, 
books on nature cure, and picture post cards of Gandhi. 


Gandhi Book House participated in the 12th World 
Book Fair in February and was able to establish its 
identity as a place where books on Gandhi and Sarvodaya 
were available. Cash sales in this period was about Rs. 


94,147.25. 


The Book House put up an exhibition of books at 
the forty first sammelan of the Bharat Scouts and Guides. 
In all Rs. 3,000/- worth of books were sold. 


XV 
Journals 


Gandhi Marg was published regularly both in En- 
glish and in Hindi. These journals aim at the promotion 
and propagation of Gandhian ideas and their application 
to contemporary issues. Now, Gandhi Marg (Hindi) is 
slowly picking its pace of growth in terms of circulation, 
revenue, writers, contributors. 


XVI 
Library 


Library material worth Rs. 3,500 has been provided 
by proprietor of Standard Library Service, Shri R.P. 
Puri. A study on “‘Land related violence in India’’ is being 
planned with emphasis on Action Research. 


A Directory of ‘‘Peace Institutions in India and two 
bibliographies of Gandi and Vinoba are ready. A ‘Retro- 
spective Stock Checking’ of the library is in progress. 


Meetings of the librarians were held on different 
themes like “‘Research-Guidance: Interacting with Re- 
searchers,’ “‘GATT’”’ and ‘‘Work Standards’’. 
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XVII 
Swami Pranavandanda Awards 


Swami Pranavananda Gandhian Literature Award 
‘91 was presented to Shri Narayan Desai for his book 
“Agni Kund Ma Ugelu Gulab’’ (a biography of Shri 
Mahadev Desai) in Gujarati. Shri Govind Rao Deshpande 
presented a draft of Rs. 5,000 and a citation to Shri 
Narayan Bhai at a brief ceremony at the Sarvodaya 
Sammelan held in Jaisalmer. 


The Swami Pranavanda Peace Award, 1991 was 
presented to the Kasturba Gandhi Memorial Trust, 
Guwahati on 4 January 95 by the Chairman of the Trust, 
Shri Ravindra Verma. The award consisted of cash 
amounting of Rs. 7,500 and a citation. 


Swami Pranavananda Peace Award 1992 was pre- 
sented to the Shanti Mission of Indore. 


XVIII 
Awards and Honours 


Our Life Worker, Mr Mahendra Kumar of Indore 
who has single handely been running the Sarvodaya 
Press Service was awarded the 1993 Mahashay 
Bhagwandas Jan Jagran Award for Journalsm. The 
award consists of an amount of Rs. 11,000 and a 
citation. 


XIX 
Transitions 
Shri K.S. Radhakrishna: 


Radhakrishnaji, former Secretary, Gandhi Peace 
Foundation passed away on 19th June’94 after a brief 
illness. His funeral was attended by many eminent per- 
sonalities of Delhi, including social workers, politicians, 
Gandhians, colleagues of the Gandhi Peace Foundation 
and Gandhi Peace Centre, friends and other old associ- 
ates. 


Many representatives of different voluntary 
organisations met for a condolence meeting in his 
memory, called by the Gandhi Peace Foundation. 


Shri Morarji Desai: 


The last surviving founder member of the Gandhi 
Peace Foundation Governing Body, Shri Morarji Desai 
breathed his last on 10 April, 1995. An urn containing 
Morarji Bhai’s ashes were brought to Delhi on 4th May 
and kept in the Gandhi Peace Foundation Auditorium for 
two days to enable the public to pay their last respects. 


Shri Amaresh Chandra Sen: 


Shri Amaresh Chandra Sen, Chairman, Association 
of Voluntary Agencies for Rural Development, passed 
away on 23rd October’94, at New Delhi after a pro- 
longed illness. He was a close associate of Shri Jayprakash 
Narayan. 7 


Shri Prem Bhai: 


Prem Bhai, Director of Banwasi Seva Ashram, 
Govindpur and a member of the Governing Body of 
Gandhi Peace Foundation passed away on 7th Novem- 
ber’ 94 after a sudden heart attack. 


Ms. Marjorie Sykes: 


Marlorie Sykes, the British Quaker and close asso- 
ciate of Gandhiji who had made India her home since the 
1920s passed away at the age of 90 years. At the time 
of her death, she was engaged in writing a book on the 
Quakers in India, entitled ‘‘Indian Tapestry: Quaker 
Strands.” 
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GOVERNING BODY 


Shri Ravindra Varma 

Sri Ramlal Parikh 

Sri Govindrao Deshpande 
Dr. Usha Mehta 

Dr. Ragini Prem 

Sri Ravindra Kelekar 

Sri Mahendra Kumar 
Dr. G. Vijayam 

Smt. Asha Bothra 

Sri Gopinathan Nair 

Sri S.K. Bandopadhyaya 
Sri Dhiru Bhai Mehta 
Sri A. Kanagsabapathy 
Sri Rajagopal P.V. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


Shri Ravindra Varma 
Shri Ramlal Parikh 

Dr. Usha Aehroa 
Shri Govindrao Deshpande 


Shri Rajagopal P.V. _ 
FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE 
Shri Ravindra Verma 


Shri Ramlal Parikh 
Shri Govindrao Deshpande 


Shri Rajagopal P.V. 
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PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE 
Shri Rajagopal P.V. 
Shri Ravindra Varma 
Shri Mahendra Kumar 
Shri Devi Prasad 
Shri Anupam Mishra 
Shri Ravindra Kelekar 
Shri Mahendra Desai 


—-~--- 
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GANDHI PEACE FOUNDATION CENTRES 


. Sri B.R. Chudasama 
Gandhi Peace Foundation 
Himavan 

Paladi 

Ahmedabad-380 006 
(Gujarat) 


. Sri Devi Saran Devesh 


Gandhi Peace Foundation 
1630, Jaiprakash Narayan 
Marg, Ambala Cantt. 
(Haryana)-1 33 001 


. Sri Vasudeo Mehto/ 

Dr. Manoj 

Gandhi Peace Foundation 
Kajwali Chak Chouraha 
Bhagalpur-812 002 
(Bihar) 


. Sri Nemichandra Jain ‘Bhavuk’ 
Gandhi Peace Foundation 
Sojati Gate 

Jodhpur-342 001 (Raj.) 


. Sri Hawaldhar Singh ‘Haldhar’ 
Gandhi Peace Foundation 
Gandhi Smarak Nidhi 

Kadam Kuan 

Patna-800 003 


. Sri Akhil Pandya 

Gandhi Peace Foundation 
Sevagram Ashram Pratishthan 
Sevagram-Post-442 102 
Wardha (Maharashtra) 
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10. 


11. 


Ze 


. Sri Deen Dayal Dashottar 


Gandhi Peace Foundation 
39, Fatehpura 
Udaipur (Raj.)-313001 


. Sri Ramchandra Bhargava 


Gandhi Peace Foundation 
Shyamla Hills 
Bhopal (M.P.)-462 002 


. Sri Surendra Kumar 


Gandhi Peace Foundation ° 
Raghavendra Niwas 
Nayatola 
Muzaffarpur-842 001 
(Bihar) 


Sri S.S. Kulkarni 

Gandhi Peace Foundation 
Gandhi Bhawan 

Kumara Park 
Bangalore-560 001 
(Karnataka) 


Sri K. Parmeswara Sarma 
Poornodaya Book Trust 
Gandhi Bhawan 
Ernakulam 

Kochi-682 018 

(Kerala) 


Sri M.V. Augustine 
Secretary 

Gandhi Peace Foundation 
Gandhi Bhawan 

Banerjee Road 
Cochin-682 918 
(Kerala) 


24 


13. 


14. 


Wo, 


16. 


hs 


Sri R. Kannan 

Gandhi Peace Foundation 
Gandhi Museum Compound 
Madurai-625 020 
(Tamilnadu) 


Sri S. Kulandaisamy 
Gandhi Peace Foundation 


C/o Srinivasa Gandhi Nilayam, 


248-T.T.K. Road 
Alwarpet 
Madras-600 018 


Sri Suresh Kulkarni 
Gandhi Peace Foundation 
Opp. Civil Court 

Near Hotel Dharwad 

P.B. Road 
Dharwad-580 001 
(Karnataka) 


Sri Chandan Pal 

West Bengal Gandhi 
Peace Foundation 
Sarvodaya Park 

P.O. Duliya-711 302 
Howrah (West Bengal) 


Sri Narayan Das 

Gandhi Peace Foundation 
A-1, Sector-20 
Rourkela-769 005 
(Orissa) 
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18. 


19, 


20. 


ya 


Sri K.C. Sahay 

Gandhi Peace Foundation 
D-5/2, GIC Compound 
Agra (U.P.)-282 010 


Sri V. Sivaraman Nair 
Gandhi Peace Foundation 
Vettithita Post-689 696 
Piravanthoor 

Kollam-Dt. (Kerala) 


Gandhi Peace Foundation 
Annathanakattalai Buildings 
Tiruvarur-610 002 
(Tamilnadu) 


Sri N.P.C. Balakrishna Nair 
Gandhi Peace Foundation Centre 
Gandhi Griham 

CALCUT-673 001 

(Kerala) 
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LIFE WORKERS 


. Sri Mahendra Kumar 
Sarvodaya Press Service 
29, Samvad Nagar 
Indore (M.P.)-452 001 


. Sri Radhey Shyam Yogi 
Gandhi Peace Foundation 
125, Narobhaskar 
Jalaun (U.P.)-285 123 


. Sri Vinay Kumar Awasthi 
Gandhi Peace Foundation 
15/39, Civil Lines 
Kanpur-208 001 (U.P.) 


. Smt. Shakuntala Kurtkoti 


Gandhi Peace Foundation ° 
Opp. Civil Court 

Near Hotel Dharwad 

P.B. Road 

Dharwad-580 001 


. Sri P. Gopinathan Nair 
Gandhi Peace Foundation 
Gandhi Bhawan 
Trivandrum-695 014 
(Kerala) 


. Sri K. Janardanan Pillai 
Gandhi Peace Foundation 
Gandhi Bhawan 
Trivandrum-595 014 
(Kerala) 
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7. Sri Radhakrishna Menon 
Navodaya Danagram 
P.O Puthucode-673 633 
Dt. Malappuram 
Via-Ramanathukara 
(Kerala) 


8. Sri K.S. Narayanswamy 
Gandhi Peace Foundation 
Gandhi Bhawan 
Kumara Park (East) 
Bangalore-560 001 
(Keranataka) 

9. Sri S.N. Subba Rao 
Gandhi Peace Foundation 
221/223, Deen Dayal 
Upadhyaya Marg 
New Delhi-110002 
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NEW CENTRES 
. Mr. K.S. Thomas 

Gandhi Peace Foundation 

Palat Buildings 

T.B. Road 

Kottayam-686 001 

(Kerala) 


_ Mr. C. Baburaj 

‘Prasanthi’ 
Velliyamparamba 
Mattannoor College Post 
Cannanore-670 702 
(Kerala) 


. Sri Satya Prasan Bumbum 
Gandhi Peace Foundation 
Tika Aaiga 

Kutumb 

Palampur (H-P.)-176 001 


. Ms. Kiran 


Gandhi Peace Foundation 
Lakshmi Ashram 
Kausani-263 639 

(U.P.) 


. Sri Santosh Dwivedi 
Gandhi Peace Foundation 
Gram-Badagaon 
Post-Naurojabad-484 55 
Dt. Sehdol (M.P.) 
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